
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you read our Employee Spotlights, there’s a pattern; Noregon is full of good people 
who do their jobs well. Noregon’s family atmosphere creates an environment where 
employees enjoy being around one another, both in and out of the office. Going a step 
further, team members also rally together outside of work to give back to others.  

Recently a few Noregon guys got together, as they have for five years, to raise money for Krista’s 
Crusaders and St. Baldrick’s, a non-profit dedicated to supporting the research to find cures for 
childhood cancers and give survivors long and healthy lives. Gary Wolfe, an Operations Program 
Manager, has been shaving his head to raise money for St. Baldrick’s for ten years to memorialize his 
daughter, Krista, who earned her wings at age eleven after battling the effects of a brain tumor for 
four years. Gary says, “This is really about Krista, and keeping her memory alive, and doing 
something to help so other kids and parents don’t have to go through the same thing.”  

When Krista was first diagnosed, Gary’s brother showed up on his doorstep; Gary pauses and quietly 
says, “with the most awesome and nice gesture – a shaved head.” It was then Gary learned about St. 
Baldrick’s. Gary says, “St. Baldrick’s does more to support the battle against childhood cancer; no 
one else comes close.” Gary continues, “It is so powerful to go to the website, look at a map and see 
which research and focus areas are impacted.” 
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In addition to raising money, Noregon team 
members shave their heads in a sign of 
solidarity that raises awareness for their 
cause. A few weeks before the shaving 
event, Gary’s team, Krista’s Crusaders,    
with their long, thinning, or colored hair 
politely implore folks to donate. They enjoy 
the friendly competition of who can raise the 
most money leading up to the event. This 
year they raised $5,322. 

Some even have enough hair to make a 
different type of donation. Kyle Peterson,   
our Competitive Product Analyst, donated  
his mane that took two years to grow. He 
says, “It’s enough hair for a few kids to have 
a full head of hair to give them some sense 
of normalcy among their peers.”  

Todd Schneider, our Process Improvement 
Manager, boasts an eleven-year streak of 
head shaving. He says, “I look forward to  
this ‘ritual’ and discovered many years ago 
this was my way to give back.” He continues, 
“Giving back to our community sets an 
example for my girls.”  

Jesus Gallegos, another Ops Program 
Manager, says, “I enjoy the opportunity to  
get to know people outside of work while 
doing something to help somebody – and 
that makes me feel good!” Jesus is grateful 
for his yearly participation that this year 
makes him a “Squire” which to him means 
opportunities to find a cure.  
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When Gary shares Krista’s story, he reflects on his daughter as “courageous, “amazing” and 
someone who “worked so hard while in constant pain ‘just to be a normal kid.” Despite the pain and 
setbacks, Krista diligently did her homework and worked on art projects which Gary and his wife 
display throughout their home. 

 

Krista’s story has been featured locally and nationally. Krista’s Crusaders, and Gary’s unwavering 
desire to keep Krista’s memory alive, can inspire many to do great things. It’s a refreshing feeling to 
come to work and see people who started as strangers come together and form a lifelong bond to be 
part of a cause that means so much. Thank you to Gary for sharing his story and pushing us all to do 
good things, both in and outside the walls of Noregon. 

 

 


